
each year from the Philippines. 
By participating in the 2020 

Census, you can ensure a 
more accurate count. 

For the 2020 U.S. 
Census, National Census 
Day is April 1, 2020–the 
reference date used to 
count. With a tag line of 
“Count Me In!” the 2020 
Census is unique as folks 
will be offered the op-
portunity to respond on-
line as well as by mail, 

telephone, and in person. 
Don’t worry–your on-

line responses will be encrypt-
ed to maximize confidentiality. 
And there will be no questions 
on citizenship, banking or fi-
nances. 

“This year, we’re counting 
on everyone in Maui County to 
stand up and be counted in 
the 2020 U.S. Census,” said 
Mayor Michael Victorino dur-
ing his State of the County ad-

ince its debut in Decem-
ber 2019 in Wuhan, 
China, the Coronavirus 

has taken the world by storm. 
To date, there are over 60 
countries that have confirmed 
COVID-19 cases, with a grow-
ing number located in the 
United States. Hawai‘i and 
Maui are already beginning to 
show the effects of the virus. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) explains Coro-

navirus Disease 2019–
COVID-19 as an “outbreak of 
respiratory disease caused by 
a novel (new) coronavirus 
that was first detected in Chi-
na and which has now been 
detected internationally.” The 
disease is believed to be orig-
inated from a large seafood 
and animal market in Wuhan, 
Hubei Province, China–
where many of the early pa-

n 2010, the U.S. Census 
determined Filipinos con-
stituted the second largest 

ethnic group in Hawai‘i 
(25.1% of Hawai‘i’s total pop-
ulation) behind Caucasians, in-
creasing by 24.1% since the 
2000 Census. In Maui County 

alone, there are over 44,900 
Filipinos (29.0%) that con-
tribute daily to Maui’s eco-
nomic success. For the Filipino 
community, the question is 
will the numbers continue to 
rise, considering approximate-
ly 3,500 immigrate to Hawai‘i 
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tients were located. 
This information sug-
gests the disease was 
spread from an animal 
reservoir. As more cas-
es appeared with peo-
ple that did not have 
direct animal contact, 
however, it was sug-
gested the disease was 
also spread person-to-
person. Within 
months, the world 
watched as the news 
announced the num-
bers of cases increas-
ing. 

Governor David Ige 
is gathering available 
resources to monitor 
and respond to the po-
tential threat of 
COVID-19 and has al-
ready declared an 
emergency. “Protecting 
the health and wellbe-
ing of Hawai‘i resi-
dents and visitors is a 
top priority for the 
state. We have 
launched a robust 
monitoring and re-
sponse effort and I’m 
very pleased with the 
way various federal, 
state and county gov-
ernment agencies are 
working together to 

address this potential threat. 
Mayor Michael Victorino in an ear-

lier statement said: “The Office of the 
Mayor receives daily updates from the 
Governor’s Office and DOH, which are 
actively preparing for the possible cas-
es with help from the County of Maui 
and other state and federal partners 
including the medical community in 
Hawai‘i. We urge everyone to remain 
vigilant and take precautions against 
the spread of illness, including the flu. 
These steps include washing hands 
frequently for at least 20 seconds with 
soap and water; covering your mouth 
with a sleeve or a mask when cough-
ing or sneezing; and staying home 
when ill. We also are encouraging 
families to prepare a plan and consid-
er what measures they can take to 
prevent the spread of illness within 
their home. Residents should prepare 
a kit similar to those used during hur-
ricane seasons, including a 14-day 
supply of food, water and other neces-
sities. Additionally, the DOH recom-
mends a three-month supply of any 
needed medication and suggests keep-
ing a copy of their prescriptions in 
case they run out of medication. The 

County of Maui and our partners are 
prepared to respond to COVID-19 to 
safeguard the health and safety of 
Maui County's residents and visitors.” 
Like Ige, Victorino has also declared 
an emergency. 

State Senator Gil Keith-Agaran 
(Senate District 5 - Wailuku, Waihe‘e, 
Kahului) agrees with the Mayor. 
“Hawai‘i needs to prepare like any 
other state. In a world where travel is 
more accessible than ever, any city 
with a major airport is as likely an en-
try point as Honolulu. Hawai‘i can be 
bypassed by international travelers 
coming to the United States and we 
see only a fraction of the people flying 
in to visit our country. I am generally 
confident in the ongoing efforts by 
Health Director Bruce Anderson and 
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“We have launched 
a robust monitoring 
and response effort 
and I’m very 
pleased with the 
way various federal, 
state and county 
government agen-
cies are working  
together to address 
this potential 
threat.” 

– GOVERNOR DAVID IGE

see COVID-19 p.4

COVID-19 … 
from p. 1

Governor David Ige 
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BY-SA 4.0, HTTPS://COMMONS.WIKIMEDIA.ORG/W/ 
INDEX.PHP?CURID=37332640

Mayor Michael P. Victorino Sen. Gil Keith-Agaran DOH Dirctor  
Bruce Anderson



dress. “This count will decide the dis-
tribution of billions of federal dollars. 
That’s why it is important to be count-
ed.” 

Federal funds on Maui help with a 
variety of educational programs such 
as Head Start, Section 8 housing, Com-
munity Development Block Grants, air-
port improvements, various road and 
bridge projects, and assistance for the 
Maui Economic Opportunity, Inc. 

Census data is also used to deter-
mine the number of seats each State 
has in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives as well as setting the boundaries 
for congressional, state legislative and 
school districts. 

“An accurate count is essential for 
local communities–especially rural 

communities like much of Maui Nui,” 
explained State Senator Gilbert Keith-
Agaran (Senate District 5 - Wailuku, 
Waihe‘e, Kahului). “The federal gov-
ernment uses the census to determine 
how much in federal funding will be 
available for Maui County in 
many areas, including our 
local schools, health clin-
ics like Mälama I Ke 
Ola Health Center, and 
roadways. The census 
helps determine how 
hundreds of billions of 
dollars in federal fund-
ing are allocated to more 
than 100 programs, includ-
ing Medicaid, Head Start, block 
grants for community mental health 
services, the school lunch program, 
and the Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program.” 

“It is also important to know that 

the information from the census can 
only be used in aggregated form to 
help identify where vital community 
services are needed for example for 
küpuna and keiki alike,” added State 

Senator Rosalyn Baker (Senate Dis-
trict 6 - South & West Maui). 

“The census provides data 
about our country’s pop-
ulation size as well as a 
detailed picture of the 
changing characteris-
tics of our communi-
ties. That information 

helps us determine 
where we need to spend 

both federal and state re-
sources. Funds for many many 

programs are allocated based on cen-
sus data. It is so important that every-
one stand up and be counted in 2020.” 

On Maui, the US Census Bureau’s 
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MAUI HEALTH

Monthly classes at Maui Memorial Medical Center provide 
education, encouragement, and valuable resources to help keep 
you and your ‘ohana healthy.

Diabetes Support 
Second Wednesday of every month  |  5:00 to 6:00 PM
Multi-Purpose Room

Alzheimer’s Support
Third Tuesday of every month  |  5:00 to 6:00 PM
Nutrition Education Room

Stroke Support  
Third Wednesday of every month | 5:00 to 6:00 PM
Multi-Purpose Room

Total Joint Seminar  
First Monday of every month | 5:00 to 6:30 PM
Maui Memorial Medical Center Outpatient Clinic

Bariatric Seminar  
Last Tuesday of every month | 4:30 to 7:30 PM
Nutrition Education Room

COMMUNITY
SUPPORT GROUPS

For more information, visit mauihealth.org/calendar.
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Science for a better life//////////

As a long-time supporter of STEM education in Hawaii, 
Bayer is proud to celebrate and encourage students and 
teachers in our local communities. Our Life Sciences 
Scholarship program is designed to help high school seniors 
with their college education. The Science Education Fund 
assists local schools with equipment and tools to enhance 
their science curriculum. We’re also proud to support 
robotics programs, science fairs, school 昀eld trips, and 
STEM-related community events that empower our youth – 
our islands’ future. Visit hawaii.bayer.us to learn more.

      BayerCropScienceHawaii          @Bayer4CropsHI 

Empowering
Our Youth
Empowering 
Our Youth

The County of Maui encourages each resident to participate in the U.S. Census 2020, April 1–May 31 online, by telephone, by 
mail-in or in-person responses. NO questions on citizenship, banking or finances will be required, and the County benefits in that 
each response adds +/- $1,500 per person per year on Maui, Läna‘i and Molokai for safety net programs, roads, public transport, 
Medicaid, and schools. 
IMAGE COURTESY OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI

“Ti gunglo tay nga Filipino 
ditoy Maui ket masapul nga 
makiparticipar tapno 
mairaman tayo ti Census 
para ti tawen a 2020. 
Nasken ken nasisita nga 
maibilang tayo, agsipud ta 
apektaranna no mano ti 
pundo nga awaten ti lokal 
nga gobyerno nga aggapu 
iti federal nga gobyerno. 
Dagitoy nga pundo nga ag-
gapu ti federal ken makat-
ulong ti Maui para kadagiti 
pagadalan ken eskwelaan 
ti annaktayo, ti aeropuerto, 
ti Medicaid, ken dadduma 
pay a programa. Makatu-
long pay daytoy a mang-
paneknek a ti gunglo tayo  
a Filipino ket bumilbileg 
ken kadaklan nga ethnic  
a grupo ditoy Hawaii. Saan 
kay nga madanagan ta 
saan yo nga ilanad ti ki-
nataom, no ana ti citizen-
ship mo, wenno aniaman  
a banag a makaseknan ti 
gatad ti kwartam, wenno  

ti numbero  
ti social  
security.”

Dulce Karen Butay

Ilokano



his Department of Health (DOH) pro-
fessional staff to both prepare and to 
work closely and collaboratively with 
the federal agencies and our local 
hospitals and doctors. If DOH re-
quires additional resources, the legis-
lature will be able to provide an 
emergency appropriation while we 
are in session. After 
May, the Governor 
can use his emergency 
authority to prioritize 
funding in the state 
budget as needed. 
DOH is providing al-
most daily updates on 
the status of COVID-
19. It's important that 
people get their infor-
mation from official 
sources and not on ru-
mors. I hope everyone 
pays attention to the 
information shared by 
the Department of 
Health and under-
stands that if COVID-
19 spreads that it will take a commu-
nity effort to get us through this. My 
office will continue to provide up-
dates as we receive them. Please con-
tact my office via email at senkeitha-
garan@capitol.hawaii.gov to get on 
the email list to receive the updates.” 

The Legislature is quickly moving 
to approve Ige’s request for $10 mil-
lion in emergency funding for 
COVID-19 prevention and mitigation. 
The request provides the Department 
of Health $6.6M, Department of 
Transportation $2,788,750; and the 
Department of Defense $1,180,000. 

Maui and the rest of the State 
have already experienced a number 
of effects including a run on toilet pa-
per, hand sanitizer, and wipes; can-
cellation of some events such as the 
Maui Matsuri Festival in May; and 
airlines offering liberal cancellation 
policies. More is expected each day. 

Employees in the hospitality indus-
try will be affected as reservations 
are canceled and visitors carrying the 
virus such as the tourist from Japan 
who visited both Maui and O‘ahu as 
well as cruise ships stopping in 
Hawai‘i with tourists unknowingly 

carrying the virus. 
Twin sisters who wish to remain 

anonymous and are identified here as 
Twin 1 and Twin 2, are on the fore-
front of the virus–one working for a 
luxury resort and the other working 
as a flight attendant. With public 
concerns running high, these sisters 
still find enthusiasm with their work. 

“I feel that we can be prepared as 
much as we can be. I think with the 
precautions my employer is provid-

ing, we can be pre-
pared,” states Twin 1. 
She reflects on how 
the resort had recently 
welcomed a group of 
guests from China. 
With the spout of 
news on COVID-19, 
some of her co-work-
ers were concerned. 
The hotel’s manage-
ment, however, did 
their best to keep their 
employees at ease by 
providing hand sani-
tizers at every entry 
point and email and 
print updates on safe-
ty practices to prevent 

sickness. They have been able to keep 
Lysol and sanitizing wipes within 
arm’s reach. As an employee at the 
“front-of-house” and frequently in the 
eyes of the public, Twin 1 and her 
co-workers have not been authorized 
to wear face masks. Some employees 
that work “back-of-house” have been 
observed wearing masks. Despite 
risks of daily exposure to guests, 
Twin 1 still enjoys being at work. “I 
love my job. I picture myself retiring 
here and I do not see myself doing 
anything else.” 

Flying high in the skies–Twin 2 
expresses her concerns with global 
travelers that make their way in and 
out of Hawai‘i. “You can never be too 
safe or prepared,” she advises. “As a 
flight attendant, we are at the front 
line of any communicable disease 
outbreak. We are attentive to what’s 
happening around the world starting 
with the most recent information and 
what to look out for.” Unlike her sis-
ter’s employer, the airlines have pro-
vided additional masks for passen-
gers and allow the crew on duty to 
utilize mask and gloves throughout 
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emocracy in America is not 
perfect but offers the best 
framework for our govern-

ment and continues to inspire peo-
ple across the world. Today, we 
face a national crisis as the ex-
tremes of partisanship divides us 
and the interests of political par-
ties is placed above the welfare of 
our citizens. We acknowledge us-
ing extreme partisanship as justifi-
cation for surrendering democracy 
puts our nation and democracy in 
peril. 

Perhaps most urgent is the 
sharp contrast between the two 
groups in their belief about cli-
mate change and immigration re-
form. On climate change, there is 
a strong and intense warning from 
the global community of scientists 
who give us only ten years to turn 
around the direction of conditions 
impacted by human habits now 
being felt by all, including floods, 
pollution, food shortages, loss of 

arable land and protective forests 
and tons of debris in our oceans. 

On immigration, the practice of 
migration has existed from the be-
ginning as a basic human right. 
From the first nomads to the mod-
ern traveler, the inherent call to 
adventure and exploration is wit-
nessed daily. Immigration, howev-
er, is not a call to adventure and 
instead, is most often a difficult 
decision reached against a sea of 
resistance, for many who seek a 
better life for their families or 
tragically, a need to flee situations 
of oppression or even worse, per-
secution from power mongers. In 
the context of America’s history as 
a democracy, a ban on immigra-
tion can only be perceived around 
the world as un-American, an ac-
tion that defies what is most pre-
cious to the free world, the free-
dom of choice that defines the 
highest ideal of democracy. 

see DEMOCRACY p. 6

see COVID-19 p.13

The Greatest Threats  
to Democracy

D

There have been threats to our U.S. democracy of late—threats like misinfor-
mation, voter apathy and too much money in politics.

Twin 1 took a photo of this poster at her workplace. 
PHOTO COURTESY TWIN 1

“It’s important 
that people 
get their  
information 
from official 
sources and 
not on  
rumors.” 

– SEN. GIL KEITH-
AGARAN



merican author, salesman, and 
motivational speaker Hilary 
Hinton “Zig” Ziglar once said 

“Gratitude is the healthiest of all hu-
man emotions. The more you express 
gratitude for what you have, the more 
likely you will have even more to ex-
press gratitude for.” This quote best 
describes this month’s Sakada Off-
spring, Attorney Benjamin “Ben” Acob. 

Ben was born in Bacarra, Ilocos Norte, 
Philippines on November 1957. He 
came to Hawai‘i at age 12 under a stu-
dent visa. He attended East Central 
school (1—4), PTA Intermediate School 
(5—6), Laupähoehoe High and Elemen-

tary (7-12), all on Hawai‘i Island. 
Ben is married to Nenita E. Sajor 

Acob, a USDA Rural Development Spe-
cialist. They have two sons, 
Joshua Acob and Micah Acob. 
Joshua graduated from the Uni-
versity of Washington, with a 
Bachelor of Arts and a Master of 
Art in Accounting. He is a CPA 
Audit Manager with Trust Bank in 
North Carolina. Joshua is married 
to Lucy Rosado Acob. They have 
a two-month old baby Benaiah. 
Micah attended the University of 
Hawai‘i at Maui College, Liberal 
Arts Degree and is currently at-
tending the University of Hawai‘i 
at Mänoa. He works for FEDEX 
while attending school full time. 

Ben graciously shared his expe-
riences when he came to Hawai‘i 
as a young child. He mentioned 
that as a newcomer, he was a shy 
student because he didn’t know 
anyone. There was an incident 
when he was at a store, a class-
mate tried to talk to him and Ben 
said to him in English, “Sorry, I 

don’t speak English.” Ben was placed 
in the sixth grade because he thinks it 
was the policy of the school to bring a 
foreign student back a grade to give 
him time to understand and speak 
English. But once the school saw he 

was advanced especially in Math, they 
made him skip 7th grade the following 
year and went to the 8th grade. Be-
cause of this transition, he became 
more confident and he was able to 
have more friends. This was the time 
when he found his best friend Elvis 
Pascua, who became his best man 
when he got married and a Godfather 
to his son Joshua. Elvis now lives in 
Las Vegas and they always get togeth-
er whenever the Acobs go there. 

During his freshman year in high 
school, a few students kept on telling 
Ben that he will be 98 the following 
year. He ignored them because he did-
n’t know what they meant. He came to 
find out they wanted him to partici-
pate in wrestling in the 98 pounds di-
vision. Ben did and that’s when he re-
alized what he did at home working in 
the garden, carrying two five-gallon 
buckets in the morning and in the af-
ternoon for almost a quarter mile to 
feed the pigs, helped him. This is also 
where he saw what a supportive adult 
can mean to a child. His coach Carl 
Zaremba, told Ben after he won his 
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Sakada Offspring

Benjamin “Ben” M. Acob
Grandpa Esteban and Joshua Acob.

Benjamin M. Acob 
Lucy Peros  |   A L L  P H O T O S  C O U R T E S Y  B E N J A M I N  A C O B

Nenita, Micah, Ben, Joshua and Lucy.

see ACOB next page

Hawai‘i-inspired
Filipino-Asian Cuisine

At Whalers Village in Kä‘anapali
(808)868-4474

by Chef Joey—Three-time Master P-Noy Chef®!

• Short Ribs Hash Loco Moco

• Maui Cattle Company Burgers

• Fish Tacos    • Fresh Poké

• Crispy Pork Lumpia Rolls

• Stir Fry Vegetable Pancit Noodles

A

Ben and Nenita Acob.

Nenita and grandson Benaiah Acob.



first match, “You are a tiger.” Ben 
didn’t know what Mr. Zaremba 
meant at that time, until later in high 
school and Ben appreciated him so 
much. Ben was Hawai‘i Island’s 
champion in his weight class for the 
next three years. Around the same 
time, Ben learned how to play bas-
ketball without formal instructions 
and just by playing with friends. Al-
though he did not play for the school 
or the Menehune League, Ben partic-
ipated in the adult league while in 
college and the little knowledge and 
experience playing would come to be 
a big part of his later years. “I believe 
my teachers responded well to me 
because I was a good student, be-
haved well, although rascally at 
times,” added Ben. 

Ben had a wrestling scholarship 
offer to go to Arizona State Universi-
ty. Because he was on a student visa 
and had no guidance on what to do, 
Ben remained on Hawai‘i Island and 
attended the University of Hawai‘i at 

Hilo. His student visa needed to be 
extended because it ended with his 
high school graduation. Ben has no 
regrets for not enrolling at ASU be-
cause it was at UHH that he met the 
love of his life Nenita Sajor, whom he 
married after his graduation. Ben be-
lieves that UHH is where he learned 
that not having means is not neces-
sarily a disadvantage. Because he was 
on a student visa, he could not work. 
During his early years in college, he 
did not have a car and he relied on 
family friends and the bus. That 
meant staying on campus from 8 a.m. 
to sometimes the evening when he 
had evening classes.  That meant 
studying in the library as much as he 
needed to and playing basketball in 
the gym with other students. Those 
are very memorable years he says. 
Later, he met Nenita on campus 
where their love started to grow. In 
1981, Ben graduated with two ma-
jors, Psychology and Sociology with 
high honors. 

Nenita and Ben married in 1981. 
Nenita is a Maui girl. So, Ben and 
Nenita moved to Maui. Ben worked 
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Acob … 
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Closer to home, the effects of 
division at the local level brings 
gridlock in State and County gov-
ernment resulting in the failure to 
address the critical issues working 
families must face daily. Among 
these are an increase in domestic 
violence, drug and alcohol abuse, 
homelessness, and the need for 
decent housing, to name the few 
at the top of the list. The more 
positive past practices of compro-
mise and moderation are now re-
placed by politics of my way or the 
highway. 

In our quest for solutions, we 
examine the most significant 
threats to our democracy. ONE is 
misleading information (often 
known as fake news) especially in 
this age of easy access to informa-
tion at any time of the day or 
night. Somehow, social media has 
become the main source of infor-
mation and news, even as we of-
ten witness how easily it is mis-
used. TWO is voter apathy be-
cause many of our citizens do not 
understand that our freedom is 
linked to responsibility and the 

failure to vote encourages our 
leaders to enact their own agen-
das. To reverse voter apathy, peo-
ple must register to vote and edu-
cate themselves to become in-
formed voters. Most of all, if every 
voter gets to know the candidates 
better, they will not need to rely 
on social media where information 
is often shared by individuals and 
groups in a partisan way. THREE 
is the negative effect of too much 
money in politics and the clear ev-
idence of how government’s pur-
pose of being for the people has 
been subverted by money. 

As we face today’s many chal-
lenges–locally, nationally and 
globally–a united effort is re-
quired to address them, whether it 
be coronavirus, the census count 
that is underway, income inequal-
ity, or the housing crisis. Partisan-
ship or extreme views and policies 
can only lead us to a not too per-
fect union. 

Cont’d from p. 4

Democracy … 
from p. 4

Joshua, Lucy, Benaiah Acob
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ARE YOU TURNING 65 OR NEW TO MEDICARE?

Need a Medicare 
plan for 2020?
Local sales agents are ready to help you!

Call your local, licensed sales agent for 

a free consultation*

Robin Imonti
808-265-9251 (TTY: 711)
Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Humana.com/rimonti

Grandpa Esteban, Grandma Lorenza, and Joshua Acob.
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lfredo G. Evangelista, one of 
the few Filipino community 
lawyers in private practice 
on Maui, turns sixty-two this 

May. 
Apo Alfredo is only three years 

away from being eligible for Medicare 
but he’s now eligible for some senior 
discounts at local stores. 

To put it all in perspective, some 
facts. 

In 1958, when Old Man Fred was 
born in Central Maui Memorial Hospi-
tal, Hawai‘i was still a U.S. Territory. 
Hawai‘i became the 50th State in 
1959. 

Dwight Eisenhower lived in the 
White House. 

Locally, Maui still boasted several 
healthy Sugar Mills and Pineapple 

Canneries. Pä‘ia and Pu‘unënë 
still made up two of the larger 
communities on the island. 

Approximately 16,000 work-
ers participated in a 126-day 
sugar strike, the longest indus-
try-wide strike. 

Local folk knew Kanahä Park 
as NASKA (Naval Air Station 
Kahului). 

You celebrated weddings and 
birthdays and baptisms at the 
Pä‘ia Club House, the Pu‘unënë 
Filipino Club House or the 
Pu‘unënë Haole Club House–
County community centers did not ex-
ist. 

Maui High School’s campus in 
Hämäkuapoko would not be aban-
doned for another fourteen years, and 

the “new” campus was still sand dunes 
in the Central Maui plains. 

Elvis showed up for U.S. Army serv-
ice two months before. 

For the first time in 26 years, the 
government raised the price 
of a U.S. postage stamp from 
$0.03 to $0.04. A first class 
stamp is now $0.55. 

The federal government al-
so created NASA and initiated 
Project Mercury. The U.S. 
Space Force’s insignia would 
not become the fictional 
Starfleet’s logo for another 
eight years. 

In the world of sports, the 
New York Yankees pounded 
the Milwaukee Braves in the 
World Series. 

The Baltimore Colts fea-
tured the forward pass to beat 
the New York Giants in the 
NFL Championship–there 
was no Super Bowl. The San 
Francisco 49ers missed the 
NFL play-offs that year and 
this year’s champion Kansas 
City Chiefs would not be cre-
ated until two years later as 
the Dallas Texans of the 

American Football League. 
The St. Louis Hawks won the 

NBA series over the Boston Celtics. 
The California Golden Bears 

won the Pac-8 Conference title 
and a trip to the 1959 Rose Bowl 
Game. USC went 4-5-1 under 
Coach Don Clark; John McKay 
would not become Head Coach for 
another two years. Pete Carroll 
was seven years old. 

The big starlets at the time in-
cluded Marilyn Monroe, Elizabeth 
Taylor, Jayne Mansfield, Sophia 
Loren, Doris Day, Annette Funicel-

lo and Lana Turner. South Pacific is 
filmed in the islands, starring Mitzi 
Gaynor and Rossano Brazzi. 

In the islands, Trans Pacific 
changed its name to Aloha Airlines. 

In 1958, LEGOs, Skateboards, Cray-
ola Crayons ‘64' with built-in sharpen-
er, and the Hula Hoop became avail-
able for the first time. 

Sixty-two years later, Fred Evange-
lista still needs quite a few mulligans 
to golf less than twice his age.  

Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran prac-
tices law in Wailuku. He’s younger than 
Manong Fred.

Get a

With US!

Call 242-8100 
or info@filamvoicemaui.com

Business Card Ad

A

Hydrate your muscles

FREE  
5 gallon water 

with this ad

Hawaii Living Water Store 
230 Hana Highway 10A

24 Hour Vending Machines 
Alkalized Water Reverse Osmosis

Renato “Rey” Acob 

Operations Manager 

808-495-2097

ADVERTISE! 
It will support our local community 

and Filipino businesses, while putting 
your own business on the map and 

“in the mix!” Call 242-8100.

Dinengdeng  
& Pinakbet 
1958 ... things have 
changed since then. 
Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran

Alfredo was baptized at Holy Family Catholic Church in Pu‘unënë on October 26, 1958. 
PHOTO COURTESY ALFREDO EVANGELISTA

Evangelista (right) golfs with high school classmates Alejandro Lazo, D.C. (left) and David 
Anzai, O.D. (second from right) along with the Westin Nanea team during the 2019 Annual 
Scholarship Golf Tournament sponsored by the Maui Filipino Chamber of Commerce  
Foundation. The 2020 Golf Tournament will be held on March 28. 
PHOTO: LAWRENCE PASCUA



for the Hyatt Regency Maui full time 
as a graveyard shift front desk clerk. 
Other part-time jobs included a dish-
washer at Apple Annie’s restaurant, a 
cashier for three different shops, a tax 
preparer and a room service worker 
for the Royal Lahaina Hotel. While 
working for the Hyatt Regency Maui, 
Ben befriended Paul Petro, the Securi-

ty Department’s Executive Director. He 
was a retired police captain. He would 
ask Ben if he could see himself work-
ing for the hotel the rest of his life. He 
also told Ben he thought there were 
not enough Filipino lawyers. 

Ben thanks Mr. Petro for awaken-
ing his desire for another career at 
that time. Ben told Mr. Petro that he 
read a lot of books and admired the 
fiction lawyer character Perry Mason 
and that at one time he thought 
maybe he could become a lawyer. 

That idea started Ben and Nenita con-
versing about him going to law school. 
It was such a big decision for both Ben 
and Nenita to tackle because their son 
Joshua was just two years old which 
meant leaving the two of them on 
Maui with her family. Nenita was a 
very supportive wife. 

Ben sent out applications to main-
land colleges and the William Richard-
son School of Law at the University of 
Hawai‘i at Mänoa. He got accepted by 
the mainland colleges but Ben opted 
to attend U.H. Mänoa so he could be 
closer to Joshua and Nenita. 

After graduation from law school in 
1987, Ben was hired as a law clerk by 
then Prosecuting Attorney 
Joseph E. Cardoza who later 
became a very respected and 
honored judge. A few 
months later, Ben became a 
full-fledged Deputy Prosecut-
ing Attorney when he passed 
the bar exam. Receiving that 
great news was a very mem-
orable moment for Ben. Un-
able to focus at work be-
cause of such great news, 
Ben asked to go home early 
and just give his family hugs. 
Being such a religious man, 
Ben stopped at Maria 
Lanakila Catholic Church in 
Lahaina to thank the Lord 
for all the blessings that He 
has bestowed upon him and 
his family. 

Ben first opened his first 
private office in 1991 when 
a new Prosecuting Attorney 
was appointed. He enjoyed 
helping a lot of Filipinos be-
cause he was able to speak 
fluent Ilokano. When anoth-
er Prosecuting Attorney was appointed 
in 1995, a former co-worker recruited 
Ben to go back to the office of the 
Prosecuting Attorney. Being in private 
practice is not easy and knowing the 
benefits working for the government, 
Ben soon relented to the recruiting 
pitches. In 1996, Ben rejoined the De-
partment of the Prosecuting Attorney 
in the Felony Screening Division. Soon 
after, then Prosecuting attorney 
Richard T. Bissen, now a very respect-
ed and revered judge, appointed him 

to become his First Deputy Prosecuting 
Attorney, the second in command. Ben 
is deeply grateful to Judge Bissen for 
giving him the opportunity to be in the 
position which would be an important 
qualification and experience in getting 
appointed to be the Prosecuting Attor-
ney by Mayor Charmaine Tavares 
from 2007 through 2010, making Ben 
the first Prosecuting Attorney of Fil-
ipino Ancestry in the County of Maui. 

After his term as a Prosecuting At-
torney under Mayor Tavares, Ben de-
cided it was a good time to restart his 
private practice and help more people 
with their legal problems. It has been 
ten years since then and having re-

ceived their most recent blessing in the 
form of their first grandchild in De-
cember 2019, Nenita and Ben are get-
ting ready to retire to be able to be 
closer to him in North Carolina. 

Ben is a community/church-orient-
ed person. He is member of the Maui 
Filipino Chamber of Commerce, Maui 
County Bar Association, Hawai‘i State 
Bar Association, Knights of Columbus 
at Christ The King Catholic Church, 
Co-Chair for Lector Ministry, Worship 
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737 Lower Main Street · Wailuku

(808) 856-0437
Open : Mon–Sat 6AM to 9PM  /  Sun 6AM to 7PM 

Get your breakfast, lunch, dinner 
fresh fruits and vegetables  

and frozen seafood at

Sakada Offspring Cont’d from p. 6

Acob … 
from p. 6

see ACOB p.10

Ben, Nenita and grandson Benaiah.

Four generations of Acob family through Ben’s dad. Left to right: Lito (Ben’s brother), Chris (Lito’s son), Judith  
(Lito’s wife), Micah, Nenita, Joshua, Ben, Severa (Ben’s mom) Lorenza (sitting, Ben’s grandma), Benjamin (Ben’s dad),  
Mayrose (Ben’s sister), Tony (Ben’s brother), Josie (Ben’s sister), Lita, (Tony’s wife) and Yvette (Tony’s daughter). 

In 2004, Atty. Ben Acob was a Progress Award  
recipient in the Law and Jurisprudence category, 
sponsored by the United Filipino Council of Hawai‘i.



t’s springtime and a certain virus 
is coming, similar to the flu. I 
hope by the time you read this 

column, the world has already figured 
it out. Speaking of the flu. Have you 
had your flu shot? I personally do not 
get one, I figured that the human 
body would be able to naturally pro-
tect me if I give it the nutrients it 
needs to combat any symptoms. I like 

to stock up on Emergen-C and drink 
plenty of water during sick season. 
How do you deal with the common 

cold? Do you drink vinegar? There’s a 
lot of health benefits of vinegar and 
even has a lot uses. In my household, 

we take a shot of vinegar every day. 
It’s our secret to being away from the 
hospital and the doctor’s office. Visit 
us on our facebook page and leave us 
a recommendation at 
www.facebook.com/filamvoicemaui. 

Let's visit our friends Angel and 
Michael and see what's going on with 
them this week shall we?

rest of high school. 
Sitting there with now a scrape on 

his ima (hand), and everyone laughing 
at him, he says to himself. “Enough is 
enough! This will not happen to me 
again. I am not going to be made fun 
of. I will not lose the girl this time. I 
will conquer my ... ” Michael taddak 
(stands up) and is immediately 
slapped on the back of the head. He 
clasps his neck and turns. 

Woop Woop. Woop Woop. An alarm 
goes and lights flash. With the bluish 
white light pattern reflecting off every-
thing, Michael knew this was the cops. 
In a hurry, the group of bandits moved 
out from them before the police offi-
cers were able to park and spit out a 
few directions over the onboard PA 
system. 

Frightened, Angel clinches onto 
Michael and stands behind him. 
Michael, waving them over. A police 
officer gets out and begins to yell. 
“Hey, you, kamay (hands) in the air!” 
Michael obliges, raises his gamat 
(hands) and squints into the head-
lights. “Michael, is that you?” As he 
tries to make out the voice and using 
his duhol (hands) to shield his nawong 
(face) from the blinding lights. “Uncle, 
is that you?” he says. 

“Mikey, what the heck is going 
on?” the man says. 

“Uncle Ray! Just some guys looking 
for trouble,” Michael says while trying 
to hide Angel. 

“Who is the girl?” Uncle Ray says 
instantly changing to a delighted 
voice. His eyes widening and soft 
punches his shoulder. “Oh man, she is 
a beauty!” Michael glares at him with 
embarrassment. “Uncle.” 

“Haha! What? I have never seen 
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THEY WALK TOWARDS the Lahaina har-
bor. As they reach, they notice a group 
of young men hanging out near the 
restroom. One of them whistles to An-
gel as she walks past. They make a 
bunch of comments and hollering dog 
sounds. She glances towards them and 
they glance back. Michael pays no at-
tention. They sit there and talk, look-
ing out into the water with boats float-
ing. The group of young men sur-
rounds them. With their bikes. Michael 
notices their presence and looks at the 
one young man. He is about 20, tat-
toos on his mukha (face) holding a 
cigarette in one lima (hand). He seems 
like the leader of the crowd as he is 
doing all the talking. “Yo, how you do-
ing baby girl?” Angel just sits closer to 
Michael. The young man says “Hey, is 
that your man?” She looks at him, 
then at Michael. They ask Michael, 
“Hey, is she your girl?” Michael 
dodges eye contact and looks to Angel. 

Angel looks to Michael for reassur-
ance. He does not give it to her. She 
glances around and a bit frightened, 
she quickly timmakder (stands up). 
One of the men grabs her arm as she 
struggles to free herself. 

“Oh no! What is going on 
Michael?” he says to himself. 

Michael enters a state of reflection. 
“I don’t get into fights and there are 

so many of them. What do I do? All 
my life, I’ve been bullied and made 
fun of. I had friends in school but they 
always led the way for me. I grew up 
in a nice balay (home) upper middle 
class, Wailuku Heights. My dad is in 
law, an uncle is in law enforcement 
and some work for the Feds. I never 
had a problem that they couldn’t help 
me fix. Girls were another story. There 
were so many that I really liked in 
school but I never ever approached 
them. I have so many regrets. In col-
lege, I remember crushing on this one 
girl who sat two seats to my right in 
Math class. I would glance over to-
wards her throughout the day, every 
Monday and Wednesday during our 
2 p.m. class. I never once talked to 
her. I am too shy. I can’t muster 
enough courage. I used to get bullied 
and teased in school. Kids used to take 
my backpack and throw it into the 
rubbish can. I would sit back and al-
low them to do it. Eddie would come 

and take the sandwich my mom used 
to pack for me every day. So, I would 
go hungry and eat at bale (home). I 
don’t like conflict. It makes me scared. 
Defending others? I was never that 
guy. Aimee, a new student at our 
school from the Philippines used to get 
picked on by these guys. I would sit 
there and see them throw paper in her 
hair and call her a black dog. She 
would just sit and cry, yet I never one 
time said anything.” 

Michael glances up and sees a 
struggle with Angel and two guys on 
their bikes. She desperately tries to 
free her left kamut (hand) from his 
grip while the others watch on. Angel 
tries to kick one that got closer to her. 

Michael continues to himself. “They 
are too many. I don’t stand a chance. 
I might get hurt. I hope she can take 
care of herself. Now is the time to 
leave. No one will notice.” 

Angel whines and looks straight at 
Michael with helpless eyes. 

MICHAEL CONTINUES: “Michael, do some-
thing. Is she worth it? You don’t even 
know her. But do you like her? Or 
how much do you like her? Let's ana-
lyze and come up with a probability 
ratio.” 

As Michael looks up, he can see An-
gel and as they lock eyes he can make 
out the words “Help me.” 

Trembling and in shock. Michael 
yells, “H..he..hey! S...S...St..Sto. Tigil 
(Stop) it now!” He leaps into the 
group and trips over a wheel stum-
bling to the ground. Everyone begins 
to laugh.  

Michael enters a flashback. 
It was his 9th grade and he was at 

the Baldwin homecoming game 
against Lahainaluna. He came to see 
Leila who was actually the sophomore 
duchess. Michael grew a crush on her 
when she accidentally bumped into 
him at the library water fountain. 
Since then he had been secretly fol-
lowing her around school. He knew 
her schedule and where she lived. 
Tonight, he was going to get front row 
seats to watch the dances. He sat on 
the far side of the bleachers and when 
he realized Leila was to perform on 
the opposite side, he got up and bolt-
ed to the Mauka side. Once he 
reached there, he was out of breath 
and stumbled on his own feet and fell 
down in front of everyone. There he 
sat, with hundreds of his classmates all 
now laughing at him. He turned to see 
if Leila saw him and he was horrified 
to see that she too was hysterically 
laughing also. Everyone knew him 
now as “Michael learns to cry” for the 

Let’s Talk Pinoy! 
Dulce Karen Butay

I

English Pilipino Ilokano Cebuano Ilonggo Ibanag Kapampangan

Stands up Tumayo Timmakder Tindog Magtindog Taddak Talakad

Hug Yakap Arakup Gakos Kupo Gagap-pan Kawul

Face Mukha Rupa Nawom Nawong Muka Lupa

Hands Kamay Ima Kamot Kamut Lima Gamat

Happy Masaya Naragsak Malipayon Masadya Magayaya Matula

Beautiful Maganda Napintas Gwapa Maanyag Makasta Malagu

Handsome Pogi Nataraki Ambongan Mabuot Guapo Masanting

House/Home Bahay/Tahanan Balay Balay Balay Balay Bale

Dog Aso Aso Iro Ido Kito Asu

Stop! Tigil! Sardeng! Paghunong! Untat! Magimmang! Patugut!

Suggested Donation: $20
WHEN:  Tuesday, March 24, 2020, 6 pm - 8 pm 
WHERE:  Maui Waena Intermediate School  
WHAT: Good Friends. Good Food. Good Fun.

COMMUNITY FUNDRAISER for State Senator Gilbert Keith-Agaran

Donation: $20 

Paid for by FRIENDS OF GIL KEITH-AGARAN  P.O. BOX 857  WAILUKU, MAUI, HAWAII  96793
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Ating Kabuhayan

n those days a de-
cree went out from 
Emperor Augustus 
that all the world 

should be registered. This 
was the first registration 
and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee 
to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended 
from the house and family 
of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child.” 
(Luke 2:1–5, NRSV) 

This Gospel passage is 
about the Holy Family par-
ticipating in a census. We 
see in it a journey and a 
process, with an authoritative and 
legal procedure involving everyone in 
a time and place. We see in this pas-
sage a duty which everyone in a local-
ity or jurisdiction was bound by law to 
participate in and fulfill. Given the 
fact the 2020 U.S. Census is now 
upon us, I think it would be an em-
powering exercise to look at how this 
Gospel passage can inspire and moti-
vate our legally prescribed participa-
tion in this year’s census. 

If the Holy Family journeyed to 
Bethlehem which was their place of 
origin, can we recall where our census 
journey has taken us? Life is a journey 

that takes us from place to place, from 
relationship to relationship, from ex-
perience to experience. Our country is 
made of immigrant experiences from 
which we derive relationship and 
sense of place. Think of this year’s 
Census as one that nurtures all our re-
lationships, especially those within 
the family. If I could access previous 
census records in which my family on 
both sides have participated in, what 
a story of journey they would tell. 

Growing up on an island, a sense of 
place is easily nurtured. The Holy 
Family’s journey from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem recalls for me, our own 
family journeys from Kahului to 
Pu‘unënë, from Ha‘ikü to Pa‘uwela, 
from Wailuku to Lahaina, from Kïhei 
to Mäkena; to and from anywhere on 
this island and beyond, where family 
resided and were invited; where rela-
tionships were fostered and emotions 
allowed and expected to be expressed. 

Growing up on an island also recalls 
my paternal grandparents’ journey 
from an island far, far away—Cebu. As 
a child, I was regaled with stories of 
the hometown from which their immi-
grant experience as a couple began. In 
going to Bethlehem from Nazareth to 
be registered, it is noted that Mary 
was already “expecting a child.” My pa-
ternal grandparents probably started 
their family before coming here. 

Moving forward to the 2020 U.S. 
Census, think of how all the pregnant 
women on our island who bring their 
expectancy to their participation in 
the 2020 U.S. Census, thus affecting 

and changing the numbers 
as the data is being 
counted. Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem during the time 
of the Roman Census, con-
tributing to the change in 
the numbers. Think about 
how the births at our own 
Maui Memorial Medical 
Center will contribute to 
the 2020 U.S. Census with 
governmental thinking and 
action in a way like that of 
Roman Government think-

ing and action at the time of Jesus’ 
birth! 

In this time and place on Maui, with 
immigration policy thrust into the 
limelight, the 2020 U.S. Census is a 
social, political, economic, educational 
and environmental barometer, so to 
speak, of how further government 
policies and action will unfold. Cer-
tainly, the “immigration” of the Holy 
Family to Bethlehem caused govern-
ment policy and action to unfold. Un-
doubtedly, at the conclusion of the 
2020 U.S. Census, there will be social, 
political, educational and environmen-
tal changes in our shared civic life, 
both quantitative and qualitative. The 
Gospel words “there was no place for 
them in the inn” causes one to ponder 
how to come up with a solution to the 
current homeless population in our 
midst. The time for the Census in this 
place of Maui has a solution, many so-

“I
The Census in Bible History 
The Rev. John A.H. Tomoso†

see CENSUS p.14

Ministry, bread-making, malasadas 
baking ministries (Christ The King 
Church), Self-Help Center Legal vol-
unteer and Volunteer Legal Services 
Hawai‘i. 

Ben has several hobbies: making 
new friends on Face-
book and personally 
meeting them, making 
videos, traveling, plant-
ing fruit trees and veg-
etables, and cooking. 

Throughout the 
years of serving the 
community, Ben re-
ceived several awards 
including the Gintong 
Pamana Leadership 
Award, Rizal Day 
Award, and numerous 
certificates of apprecia-
tion. 

When asked if he 
recommends young 
students to go into law, 
Ben said he would rec-
ommend young stu-
dents to put serious 
thought, self-evalua-
tion, and research into 
it. “A student needs to 
really think about why they want to 
become a lawyer because it involves 
a lot of investment in time, energy, 
and money to go to law school and 
then pass the bar examination. 
Lawyers work a lot and handle stress-
ful situations so one must have a 
good work ethic as well as the ability 
to think clearly in stressful situations. 

Luckily, there are many areas of law 
that one may practice but not unlim-
ited. There are areas that require 
them to be in the office and do most-
ly paperwork. There are areas where 
one would need to meet a lot of peo-
ple and if they are not a people per-
son, that area would not be for them. 
If one likes to do litigation, they must 
like advocating for their clients in 

court or in other fo-
rums most likely 
against other lawyers 
advocating for their 
own clients. Many 
lawyers end up as gov-
ernment or public offi-
cials. Many people 
have quit law after 
having found out that 
it is not for them.” Ben 
also added that a law 
degree opens more 
doors than without one 
even if ultimately, the 
person does not prac-
tice as a lawyer. 

Ben’s Sakada con-
nection is through his 
grandfather, Esteban 
Acob who came to 
Hawai‘i as a 1946 
Sakada from Bacarra, 
Ilocos Norte. He 
worked for the sugar 

plantation and settled in ‘O‘ökala, 
Hawai‘i Island and worked for the 
Laupähoehoe Sugar Company. He 
originally worked in the sugar fields, 
then in the sugar mill. He lived at the 
Mill Camp in ‘O‘ökala which was next 
to the sugar mill. Ben’s grandmother, 
Lorenza Acoba Acob had some part-

Acob … 
from p. 8

Sakada Offspring Cont’d from p. 8

Joseph and Mary are depicted traveling to Beth-
lehem  here in this 1475 painting done by Flem-
ish artist Hugo van der Goes and housed at 
Galleria degli Uffizi, Florence, Italy

Emperor Caesar Augustus (left) and Quirinius, 
governor of Syria (right) during the time of the 
first registration.

you with a girl before!” Uncle Ray 
giggles. “You are pogi (handsome) 
like me and she is maganda (beauti-
ful). What’s wrong with that?” 

“Uncle, please untat (stop),” 
Michael says while grinding his teeth. 

“Ahem!” Uncle Ray clears his 
throat. 

“Uncle, this is Angel,” as she peeks 
out from behind him, she gives a sim-
ple hand wave. 

Uncle Ray grabs her kamay (hand) 
and pulls her into a giant gagap-pan 
(hug). “Mikey’s first girlfriend! I'm so 
magayaya (happy)! Your dad will be 
masaya (happy) but your mom will 
be more naragsak (happy). Welcome 
to the family!” Nearly crushing her 
with a massive yakap (hug), Michael 
prys her away. “Uncle magim-
mang (stop), please magim-
mang (stop), you’re embarrass-
ing her!” 

As he lets her go, he raises 
his lima (hand) and wipes his 
eyes. “Uncle, are you freaking 
crying? Sheez, come on! Go! 
Please you’re embarrassing 
me!” 

“Welcome to the family Angel! 
You have so many more people to 
meet. Oops, I have said too much, 
haven’t I? Here, take this,” handing 
out a business card to Angel. “This is 
my card, I have my number there.  
You can call me anytime you need 

help. Remember, you are part of the 
family now.” He gives a smirk smile 
to Angel. 

Find out and keep an eye out for 
my article every issue. I’m Dulce, 
helping you to master your Filipino 
Languages. Like always, let’s laugh, 
let’s makinig (listen), and Let’s Talk 
Pinoy! Hanggang sa muli! (Until next 
time!) Ingat! (Take care!).  

Dulce Karen Butay was gradu-
ated from Maui High School and 
earned her Associate in Arts degree in 
Liberal Arts from Maui Community 
College and her Bachelors of Science in 
Business Administration, specializing 
in Accounting, from the University of 
Hawai‘i–West O‘ahu. She is currently 
the Administrative Officer at the Coun-

ty of Maui, Depart-
ment of Finance. Bu-
tay is a licensed Resi-
dent Producer of Life 
Insurance with World 
Financial Group and 
an Independent Con-
sultant of Saladmas-
ter. She is now part of 

the Travel Club of Saladmaster and 
won an all-expenses paid trip to Can-
cun, Mexico with the love of her life, 
Paul Manzano. Butay has traveled to 
Texas, the Philippines and Thailand as 
one of the delegates from Island 
Healthy Solutions, a Saladmaster deal-
er here on Maui.

Let’s Talk Pinoy! Cont’d from p. 9

see ACOB p.14

“A student 
needs to really 
think about 
why they want 
to become  
a lawyer be-
cause it in-
volves a lot of 
investment in 
time, energy, 
and money  
to go to law 
school and 
then pass the 
bar examina-
tion.”
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amayan is a Filipino word 
that translates “by hand.” 
Recently the term Kamayan 

refers to a Filipino Feast in which 
you eat a variety of food at a com-
munal table, without utensils. You 
eat without the use of forks, knives 
or spoons.  

A typical Kamayan meal features a 
table covered in smooth, waxy ba-
nana leaves as a natural substitute 
for plates and placemats. What’s on 
the leaves is a spread of Filipino dish-
es, fruits and vegetables, including 
fried fish, chicken barbecue, chopped 
lechon, fried lumpia, shrimp, squid, 
roasted vegetables such as eggplant 
and okra, and fruit such as mangoes. 
Usually in the middle of all this yum-
my food is rice and pancit noodles 
but those can be spread on the side 
too. And not to forget the sauces in 
small containers spread around 
(patis, vinegar with sili, lechon sauce 
and atchara). The arrangement of 
the spread varies but is always an 
“Instagram Worthy” photo.  

For some non-Filipinos, Kamayan 
may look savage or unsanitary but if 
you do your research about using 
hands when eating you will find 
there are many health benefits to this 
practice or tradition of eating with 
your bare hands. I will not discuss in 
detail all those benefits here because 
that is not what the focus of this ar-
ticle is about, but let me mention a 
few general benefits: 1) Kamayan 
bonds people–connects and build re-
lationships with family and friends 
(friends old and new). I mentioned 
Instagram earlier–but the truth is 
you can only do social media before 
you start eating because once you 
start eating, you can’t touch your 
phone anymore. The focus will be on 
the food and the people around you. 
2) Kamayan is a sensory experi-

ence–your eyes enjoy 
the colorful arrays of 
food, the various food 
flavors are a feast on 
your palette, you smell 
the aroma of the dish, 
and yes, you feel the 
texture of the food as 
well. 3) Kamayan 
makes eating more 
fun–people are more 
relaxed and the atmos-
phere is conducive to 
laughter during kwen-
to-kwentuhan (conver-

sation and storytelling).  
Now the question is, Where can 

we experience Kamayan on Maui? 
For many Fililpino families, it hap-
pens in their home during special cel-
ebrations or a weekend family gath-
ering. The good news is there are 
now some restaurants on Maui who 
offer Kamayan: Star Noodle 
@star.noodle with Chef Abby Ferrer 
@abby_ferrer on the Westside and 
Originz Maui @originzmaui in the 
Queen Ka‘ahumanu Center in Kahu-
lui.  

If you are not familiar with Ka-
mayan, here are some basic guide-
lines: 

1.  This should go without saying 
but wash your hands. 

2.  Try to eat mostly with one hand, 
keeping the second hand clean 
for drinking. 

3.  When taking food, use your fin-
gers to pinch the food into a 
clump at your fingertips (don’t 
let it settle onto your palm). 

4.  After taking a bit of ulam (the 
meat or vegetables) and rice 
with your fingers and thumb, 
use your thumb to push the 
food into your mouth. 

5.  Have fun! 
Ready for a Kamayan dinner? 

Let’s go!  
Liza Pierce of A Maui Blog is an 

Interactive Media Strategist in Hawai‘i. 
She started blogging in 2006 and she 
loves talking story online and spread-
ing aloha around the world. She’s lived 
on Maui since 1994 and considers 
Maui her home. A wife, a mother, a 
friend…and so much more. She loves Je-
sus; Maui Sunsets Catcher; Crazy 
About Rainbow; End Alzheimer’s Advo-
cate. Her life is full and exciting here 
on the island of Maui. 

Liza is currently the Interactive 
Media Strategist with Wailea Realty 
Corp.

Kwento        Kwentuhan

Mag Kamayan 
Tayong Lahat 
A new trend has captured the way 
we eat, for Filipino-Americans and 
others. It’s the best, “hands 
down!” 

Liza of “A Maui Blog”

The Kamayan dinner they offer at 
Originz at the Queen Ka‘ahumanu 
Center is a great introduction if 
you’ve never tried it. 
PHOTO: ALFREDO EVANGELISTA

K

401 Ho‘okahi St. • Bay #4   |   Wailuku, Hawai‘i
(808) 268-8547

Frozen Fish from
the Philippines
Groceries | Fresh Produce

Kamayan dinner shown here was hosted by our Fil-Am Voice Asst. Editor, Alfredo 
Evangelista and his wife Bessy. 
PHOTO: ALFREDO EVANGELISTA



enior year: a time in high school 
where hundreds of students 
spend their last year taking in 

school lessons and making new mem-
ories one last time. Although senior 
year may come to an end, it is also 
the start of a new beginning as seniors 
move on to further their education by 
heading off to college in various uni-
versities ranging from community col-
leges to private schools. College is an 
exciting time where students go on to 
achieve their goals and aspirations. As 
they head on towards tomorrow, they 
cherish and share their experiences 
they’ve collected over the past four 
years onward to the next class of as-
piring college bound seniors. 

Aubrey Santiago shares her 
thoughts about attending college and 
her plans after high school. “I grew up 
knowing that college was my main 

goal after high school. 
College is greatly valued 
in my family and having 
an extended education, 
beyond high school, 
would be very beneficial 
for careers and work in 
the future. I believe that 
gaining new and great 
opportunities after high 
school, most especially 
through going to college, 
would be an easy transition for some 
individuals. I am planning to attend 
college and work to gain more experi-
ences and relationships with organiza-
tions to further my knowledge and 
skills.” She goes on to say that after 
graduating high school she plans to 
attend the University of Hawai‘i at 
Mänoa. “I will be majoring in Medical 
Technology and plan to minor in an 

area coequal to my overall career goal 
of being a pediatric healthcare 
provider. After obtaining my bache-
lor’s degree, I hope to either go on to 
get my Master’s degree, specializing in 
Pediatrics at UH Mänoa or move on to 
gaining a Ph.D.” Like most students, 
Aubrey has completed scholarships in 
hopes to fund her college education. 
She says “Applying for scholarships 
were, honestly, very stressful and time 
consuming, though the work and 
many hours that are put into filling 
out scholarships is all the more re-
warding. When I first started applying, 
it was hard to gather my thoughts and 
schedule the time to write my essays, 
Letters of Recommendations, and re-
quest for school transcripts. Though, 
as I applied for more, it became easier 
to upload all my information, seeing 
that it took less and less time to finish 
an application. Scholarships are a 
great way to attain money and funds 
for not only college but also work af-
ter high school. There are many differ-
ent scholarships for different student 
backgrounds, skills, and interests. I en-
courage students to apply for scholar-
ships because it will not only lessen 
the financial distress that some may 
have or not but also help students to 
go out of their comfort zone, having 
to do interviews, ask for Letters of 
Recommendations and more. Subse-
quently, this will aid people in open-
ing doors towards their goals and as-
pirations.” 

Bradley Domingo, an aspiring 
Secondary Math teacher says “I plan 
to go to college at UHMC to get my 
Associates Degree, then either transfer 
to UH Mänoa or Washington State 
University.” He strives to become a 
Secondary Math teacher because “I 
want to help students in the future un-
derstand math. My friends ask for 
help all the time when it comes to 
math, and it makes me happy seeing 
them smile once they understand it. I 
honestly want to see the same expres-
sion when I become a teacher one 
day.” Bradley is part of the Maui High 
AVID program that prepares college 
bound students to succeed after high 

school. Bradley says his expe-
rience in AVID has “brought 
me one step closer to my 
dreams and aspirations. 
Without it, I don’t even see 
myself being extroverted. It 
taught me to come out of my 
comfort zone and gave me 
the little push I needed.” In 
order to aid in achieving his 
dream, he has applied for 
the Free Application Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA) and believes he 
has benefited from the government 
based program because “my family is 
able to provide and what the govern-
ment is able to give through work-
study; a type of job at a college that’s 
able to pay for your education and it’s 
fitted to your schedule.” Although col-
lege can bring an abundant amount of 
self-improvement and career explo-
ration, it can also be challenging for 
students. Bradley says that the three 
characteristics that he believes are 
needed to succeed after high school 
are “effort, time, and planning. When 
doing anything in your life, it’s impor-
tant to give the most effort possible 
because it shows that you take pride 
in that particular subject. Giving all 
your time shows that you want to put 
your life into it meaning, nothing is 
distracting you or pulling you away 
from it. Lastly, planning is probably 
the most critical because when you’re 
not following a schedule, it throws 
you off and you can’t get anything 
done on time.” 

Daniza Faith Nono plans to at-
tend Pacific University Oregon and 
stay there for eight years in order to 
complete her Ph.D. in Psychology and 
Neuroscience to become either a Clin-
ical Psychologist, Psychiatrist, or Ther-
apist. She explains, however, that “I 
think college is the biggest gamble 
and investment in your life. You never 
really know if your outcome is what 
you previously predicted. That being 
said, I still plan to go to college, Pa-
cific University Oregon. College may 
be a gamble but you can still steer it 
as you go and make your chances 
broader. A complete education to me 
is important as it shows that you’re 
willing to understand a subject more, 
creating depth, interest, and experi-
ence.” In order to one day achieve her 
career goals, Daniza has applied to 
many scholarship applications. She ex-
plains her experience with applying 
for scholarships as “the most stressful 
thing to complete in my life. Not only 
are you completing 8—10 pages worth 
of information but you’re also given a 
time limit and date of completion. But 

Is Not Everything… 
Striving for Success 
Romelyn Joy Tabangcura  |  M A U I  H I G H  S C H O O L
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that’s no matter though since they do 
help you reflect on what you’ve done 
during High school and it helps with 
paying tuition, which is what I really 
need as well as much of others, 
knowing that lots of families here 
work double maybe even triple jobs 
to make ends meet.” As for FAFSA, 
she says that her experience with ap-
plying was “stressful not for me but 
for my parents. They had to find 
their past filed taxes, dig through 
mountains of paper and stress about 
something that didn’t even give me 
anything. Yeah, you heard that right. 
I wasn’t able to get a single dime 
since my parent’s income is ‘too 
much,’ even though the state average 
income here is way higher than the 
income there on the mainland. It was 
only beneficial when it came to 
scholarship applications since it was 
a requirement.” Although preparing 
for college comes with many chal-
lenges, Daniza leaves the next class 
of seniors with thoughtful tips and 
suggestions to prepare for the college 
application process. “To all of the up-
coming seniors applying to college, 
start early. I understand if you’re 
busy and can’t get around doing 
them but I promise it’ll be much bet-
ter to do it when things are a bit 
busy, than when everything is burst-
ing into flames. When applying to 
colleges, you have options to either 
send in an essay or an extra LOR. If 
they give you this option, do it. You 
get a better chance of explaining why 
this way is what on your resume or 
transcript. Lastly, don’t stress. Don’t 
worry if you don’t get into the col-
lege of your dreams, there are plenty 
out there that give out the same cur-
riculum!” 

Sebastian Montero-Quema-
do, an aspiring food scientist says 
my “plan after high school is to at-
tend a four-year college on the main-
land which I’m still deciding on and 
to obtain a Bachelor of Science in 
Food Science. After college, I intend 
to work on the mainland for some 
months and then move back to Maui 
to work somewhere else in the food 
production industry.” Transitioning 
from high school to college can be 
tricky, Sebastian says “it’s going to be 
different from high school since I’m 
going to be surrounded by a diverse 
community of different races along 
with being surrounded by individuals 
coming from different states and 
countries.” On the other hand, his ex-
perience in high school has taught 
him fundamental characteristics 
which are vital in order to succeed in 

college. He explains “my top three 
characteristics that are needed to 
succeed after high school is Confi-
dence, to allow you to enter a new 
world of adulting as an individual. 
Sociable, to allow you to communi-
cate and meet new individuals on 
creating a new bond since everybody 
is potentially going on their own 
ways from their original set of 
friends. Lastly, you need Teamwork 
because you need it to help you work 
with new individuals again on creat-
ing a bond and standard towards 
success since we’re genuinely set to 
work with new faces and to complete 
a task as a team.” To the upcoming 
seniors, Sebastian advises students to 
“set a plan on which college you as-
pire to be into the colleges that are 
your safety, just in case you don’t get 
accepted to your dream school. Also, 
look into universities that are within 
the W.U.E. system since it allows you 
to not pay the Out-of-State Tuition. 
Plan on taking the SAT and ACT ear-
ly so you’d reach the requirements 
for whatever college you’re going to. 
Finally, apply to as many scholar-
ships you could possibly find to re-
duce your cost of going to college.” 

As senior year comes to an end, 
thousands of seniors across the na-
tion remain hopeful and optimistic as 
they go on to the world and go after 
their goals and aspirations. High 
school may be coming to an end but 
it has taught all of us to never give 
up and keep going. As the class of 
2020 strives for success, future gen-
erations of seniors are ready as the 
class of 2020 leads the way to a bet-
ter and beautiful tomorrow.  

Google® Is Not Everything is 
a monthly column authored by high 
school students. The title of the col-
umn emphasizes that education is 
more than just googling a topic. 
Google® is a registered trademark. 
This month's guest columnist is 
Romelyn Joy Tabangcura, a sen-
ior at Maui High School. She is the 
current president of Maui High HOSA-
Future Health Professionals (second 
from the right in the photo), which re-
cently returned from the HOSA CTSO 
(Career and Technical Student Organ-
izations) with 16 medalists, including 
a first place finish by Tabangcura in 
Human Growth and Development. She 
is also a member of the National Hon-
or Society, a prestigious organization 
of students who show scholarship, 
leadership, service and character. 
Romelyn aspires to be a Nurse Practi-
tioner one day. She is the daughter of 
Romeo and Roselyn Tabangcura.
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Calico Building Services in Hawai‘i 
is Hiring Janitorial Staff on Maui!

• This offer is for full time positions pay-
ing $14 per hour, 40 hours per week. 

• We offer health and dental insurance, 
paid holidays, vacation and sick time 
off. 

• Weekend and holiday availability work 
is required. We are flexible and want 
to find you a schedule that works with 
your needs. 

• Part time night work available.

If interested, please call to apply: 

Lester Acob - (808) 437-9499 or email him at 
Lester.a@calicoweb.com for more information

their scheduled flight shifts. With the 
current events, the airlines have wel-
comed Hawai‘i Department of Health 
Epidemiologist Dave Johnson into the 
Crew Resource Office to provide infor-
mational sessions on COVID-19 and 
other pertinent information to airline 
employees. 

The idea of travelling appears to be 
frightening for most people through-
out the world as they observe the 
news of the virus’ havoc. Airlines such 
as Delta, United, and 
American eventually sus-
pended travel to main-
land China and Hong 
Kong due to travel con-
cerns. Considering the re-
cent news of South Ko-
rea’s spike of 1,766 con-
firmed cases of the virus, 
Hawaiian Airlines an-
nounced on February 26 
that they would tem-
porarily suspend their 
five-times-weekly nonstop 
service between Honolulu 
and Seoul due to the Coronavirus Out-
break. Service will be suspended from 
March 2nd through April 30th and re-
sume on May 1st from Honolulu, and 
May 2nd from Seoul. Delta Air Lines 
has also confirmed that they would 
terminate all flights between Seoul 
and Minneapolis until April 30th. 

During a recent trip to Las Vegas, 
The Fil-Am Voice’s Assistant Editor Al-

fredo Evangelista and his wife Basilia 
observed the following: on the air-
lines, many passengers brought wipes 
to clean their seats; the flight atten-
dants came around to pick up the dis-
posed wipes; the flight attendants 
wore gloves when distributing food 
and beverages; after each use of the 
bathroom, a flight attendant would 
spray the restroom; not too many pas-
sengers wore masks but some had 
some fancy and color coordinated 
ones; at the Aria hotel, an employee 
was wiping the escalator handrails; 
more folks are washing their hands in 
the bathroom; and many of the Las 

Vegas hotels had only 
cold water in the bath-
rooms. According to 
Evangelista, there also 
appeared to be less 
tourists, especially visitors 
from Asia. Interestingly, 
not too many folks in the 
casino were observed to 
wear masks or wipe the 
slot machines prior to 
play. Evangelista spoke to 
several Las Vegas retail 
employees who confided 
that some of the full-time 

hotel employees were placed on part-
time status. 

The Fil-Am Voice’s Editor, Vince 
Bagoyo, Jr. observed: “We need to 
brace ourselves for the impact of the 
Corona virus. Besides the physical im-
pact, expect the economic impact on 
our working families. There may be 
major layoffs on the horizon if this 

COVID-19 … 
from p. 4

see COVID-19 next page

Vince Bagoyo, Jr. -  
Editor, Fil-Am Voice



lutions embedded in its process and 
procedure. Growing up on Maui, I don’t 
remember seeing homeless folk on 
the roads. Perhaps they were hidden. 
But the fact that I never saw any 
probably meant that there were 
places for them to be. Remembering 
that Jesus was born in a stable, I pray 
that in this time and current place of 
Maui, there are places for all of us to 
be housed, to be fed, to be nurtured, 
to be loved. 

It has been estimated that the 
Holy Family’s journey from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem, their jour-
ney to “be registered” (counted) 
took about 10 days. The 2020 U.S. 
Census has a beginning and an end. 
The Gospel records that the Roman 
Census at the time of Jesus’ birth 
was basically about taxation. The 
2020 U.S. Census is about so much 
more, including information and data 
that can and will affect the churches 
and faith communities around us. The 
historical record of the Roman Census 
probably confirms that the Gospel 
writer of Luke had erroneously put it 
at the birth of Jesus. Nonetheless, the 
decision Joseph made to return to the 
family home in Bethlehem was about 
having his newly betrothed wife Mary 
being able to give birth within familiar 
surroundings, with family members 

around. I think that all Census 
processes and procedures are really 
about family and how it is important 
to have family around and to know 
that they are safe and nurtured and 
capacitated to live a life worthy of its 
giftedness by God. May the 2020 U.S. 
Census be for you and your family, a 
journey of investment of care and 
concern of those you love, up close 
and personal!  

Rev. John A. Hau’oli Tomoso† is a 
Social Worker and Episcopal Priest. He 
is a Priest Associate at Good Shepherd 
Episcopal Church in Wailuku and an on-

call Chaplain at Maui 
Memorial Medical 
Center. Tomoso was 
graduated from St. 
Anthony Jr./Sr. High 
School, the College of 
St. Thomas in St. Paul, 
Minnesota (Bachelor 
of Arts in Political Sci-
ence and Sociology) 

and Myron B. Thompson School of So-
cial Work at the University of Hawai’i at 
Mänoa (Masters of Social Work). In 
2008, he retired from the civil service 
as the Maui County Executive on Aging. 
In March 2019, Tomoso retired as the 
Executive Director of the non-profit Tri-
Isle Resource Conservation and Devel-
opment Council, Inc., after a social work 
career that spanned 43 years of prac-
tice. His wife Susan recently retired as a 
7th grade Language Arts Teacher at 
Maui Waena Intermediate School.

Ating Kabuhayan |  Cont’d from p. 10

Census … 
from p. 10
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At the Maui Seaside Hotel
100 West Ka‘ahumanu Ave. •  Kahului

(808) 877-0300

for Local and Filipino Favorites!

Maui’s 
Best…

Try our
“Longanisa”
Filipino

Sausage

time jobs during the latter part of her 
life but was a homemaker the rest of 
the time. She had a green thumb and 
raised the most beautiful fern plants 
with flowering anthuriums and roses 
under them. She also made the most 
beautiful and warmest blankets made 
of patchwork. 

To pay tribute and gratitude to his 
grandfather who was instrumental in 
bringing him to Hawai‘i, Ben said “I 
am very lucky and grateful that my 
grandfather came to Hawai‘i as a 
Sakada although that meant leaving 
his family. When he came to Hawai‘i, 
I had not been born yet and so I did 
not know him. I did know my grand-
mother, however, who came to 
Hawai‘i and joined my grandfather 
twenty years later, in 1966. Soon af-
ter that, my grandparents brought me 
to join them on a student visa and at 
the age of twelve, I came to Hawai‘i. 
My grandfather was a very hard 
worker and was able to provide for a 
family of four working for the sugar 
plantation and supplementing our 
means by raising pigs, chickens, 
and planting vegetables. I am 
thankful that he made me help 
with every chore that needed to 
be done including gardening 
which I try to practice to this 
day.” Ben continued: “I feel so 
lucky and grateful because of all 
the millions of people in the 
Philippines, I am one that was given 
a chance to come to the United 
States and make a better life than 
what I would have had in the Philip-
pines. Through social media and 
friends on Facebook, I know life is 
still very hard for the majority of peo-
ple in the Philippines. Millions go to 
work abroad leaving their family as 
did the Sakadas except that these 
OFW’s (Overseas Filipino Workers) 
are only contracted for every two 
years or so, paid very little compared 
to what someone in the United States 

can earn doing the same job, don’t 
have the same benefits as we do in 
the United States, sometimes work 
twelve or even more hours, seven 
days a week, and suffer physical, 
emotional, and sexual abuse and too 
many times even death at the hands 
of their employers. Through their in-
dustriousness, some go back to the 
Philippines, are able to open their 
own business and become very suc-
cessful.” 

Ben finished his personal reflec-
tion with these words: “I am always 
grateful to our God for all of the 
blessings that He has bestowed upon 
me including my career as a lawyer, 
my beautiful family, my wife who has 
supported me while going to law 
school, my church community, all the 
good friends, the gift of life, and 
most recently a grandchild at last. 
God has truly given me time, talent, 
and treasure. For my gratitude, I 
hope to help the less fortunate to the 
extent that I can. Not only in the 
United States but the really less for-
tunate in the Philippines where I was 
born. I will feel complete going back 
to my origins, knowing who I am and 
the place where I came from.”  

Lucy Peros is a 
retired school teacher, 
having taught at St. 
Anthony Grade 
School and Waihe‘e 
Elementary School. 
Both of her parents, 
Elpidio Cachero Ca-
balo (a 1946 Saka-

da) and Alejandra Cabudoy Cabalo of 
Häli‘imaile worked for Maui Land and 
Pine Company. Lucy now enjoys retire-
ment and has time to join other sen-
iors in the Enhance Fitness Program 
under the Department of Aging three 
times a week. She also attends the line 
dancing class and other activities at 
Kaunoa and joins other Waihe‘e 
School retirees when help is needed at 
the school. Lucy also devotes some of 
her time to activities at Christ The 
King Catholic Church. She enjoys writ-
ing and reading in her spare time.

Sakada Offspring Cont’d from p. 10

Acob … 
from p. 10

virus is not contained. As we all 
know, for Hawai‘i/Maui, 75% of our 
local economy is dependent on the 
visitor related industry. With airlines 
cancelling/cutting down on flights 
and corporate events being cancelled, 
it will soon impact Maui's visitor in-
dustry and resulting to layoffs. There 
are signs based on the recent volatil-
ity of the Dow and NASDAQ for the 
past week–it's worse than the 2008 
recession.” Bagoyo explained: “I'm 
concerned on the virus’ impact on 
our Filipino workers who are de-
pendent on the visitor industry. Dur-
ing the 2008 recession, many lost 
their homes because we were not 
prepared for the potential economic 
change on our standard of living. I 
believe many economists recommend 
having savings of at least six months 
to ‘ride out’ a potential economic 
downturn.” 

Public health nurse Jeny Bissell of 
the State Department of Health re-
minds us to stay positive: “We live in 
one of the most beautiful places in 
the world, clean air, clean water, 
great outdoor living spaces, access to 
fresh fruits, vegetables, fish and 
healthy options. These are all protec-
tive factors available to us that 
should be part of our activities of dai-
ly living that keeps our immune sys-
tem strong and healthy. We must re-
member that germs including viruses 
and bacteria are everywhere. There 
are good bacteria and there are bad 
bacteria. These germs become bad 
when they are taken out of their nat-
ural environment into an unknown 
environment.” 

Bissell also forwarded the follow-
ing statement from the Department 
of Health: 

“The Department of Health is 
committed to sharing information as 
it becomes available. People are 
urged not to spread misinformation 
or inaccurate statements that are not 

COVID-19 … 
from p. 13



representative is Dr. Leo Caires. Mayor 
Victorino also formed a Complete 
Count Committee led by William 
Snipes, one of his assistants. The com-
mittee members are: 
Leah M. Belmonte (Gov-
ernor's Maui Representa-
tive), Shirley Blackburn 
(Maui Native Hawaiian 
Chamber of Commerce), 
Bevanne Bowers (Non-
profit Directors Associa-
tion), Debbie Cabebe 
(Maui Economic Oppor-
tunity, Inc.), Amanda 
Coutsis (Maui Chamber 
of Commerce), Kathleen 
Dimino (Department of 
Education), Sherry 
Duong (Maui Visitors 
Bureau), Stephanie Ohi-
gashi (University of 
Hawai‘i Maui College), Lisa H. Paulson 
(Maui Health/Kaiser), and Wayne 
Wong (Maui Native Hawaiian Cham-
ber of Commerce). County representa-
tives include Gladys Baisa, Darlene 
Endrina, Kay Fukumoto, Pili Na-
ho‘oikaika, Brian Perry, Ryan Piros, 
Chris Sugidono, LoriAnn Tsuhako, 
and Terryl Vencyl. 

Snipes also serves as Mayor Vic-
torino’s representative to the State 
Complete Count Committee, which 
meets monthly. Snipes said the 
Maui committee has “conducted 
outreach to community groups via 
Akakü television, radio, social media, 
print advertising and in-person presen-
tations.” 

“We want to ensure that Maui gets 
the most dollars we can from the dis-
tribution of federal money,” explained 
Victorino. “In 2016, Maui received its 
share of the $3.7 Billion allocated to 
the State. But for every person who is 
not included in household responses, 
we lose more than $1,500 per person 

per year for ten years 
until the next Census. 
That’s money left on the 
table that could have 
gone toward safety net 
programs, roads, public 
transport, Medicaid, and 
our keiki’s schools.” 

So stand up and be 
counted! And don’t wor-
ry, you will not disclose 
your citizenship, your fi-
nancial information, and 
your social security num-
ber.  

Alfredo G. Evange-
lista is a graduate of 
Maui High School 

(1976), the University of Southern Cal-
ifornia (1980), and the University of 
California at Los Angeles School of Law 
(1983). He is a sole practitioner at Law 

Offices of Alfredo Evan-
gelista, A Limited Lia-
bility Law Company, 
concentrating in estate 
planning, business 
start-up and consulta-
tion, nonprofit corpora-
tions, and litigation. He 
has been practicing law 
for 36 years (since 

1983) and returned home in 2010 to be 
with his family and to marry his high 
school sweetheart, the former Basilia 
Tumacder Idica.
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Census 2020 … 
from p. 3“Tayong mga Filipino sa 

Maui ay dapat makisali at 
mabilang sa 2020 Census. 
Ito ay importante dahil ang 
ating pondo na mangga-
galing sa Federal Govern-
ment (Federal funds) ay 
apektado o maapektuhan. 
Ang “Federal Funds” ay 
nakakatulong sa Maui para 
sa eskwelahan, airport, 
Medicaid at iba pang pro-
grama. Makakatulong din 
ito na ipaalam at kon-
pirmahin na ang komu-
nidad ng mga Filipino ay 
lumalago at tayo ang pina-
ka malaking lahi (ethinic 
group) sa Hawaii. Huwag 
kayong mag-alala, hindi 
naman kailangan na sabi-
hin and inyong pagkama-
mayan (citizenship) at hindi 
rin kailangin ang impor-
masyon tungkol sa inyong 
kabuhayan or “social secu-
rity number.”

Liza Pierce

Tagalog Visayan

Sharon Zalsos Banaag

“Mga kababayan, kina-
hanglan kitang mga ka-
pamilya, amigo o 
kababayan diri sa Maui na 
maka-apil sa karong 2020 
Census. Labis kayo kaim-
portante ning Census aron 
maka kuha ta sa atoang 
kuarta na gikan sa pondar 
sa Federal. Pagnakabalo 
na ug pila ta diri sa atong 
komonidad, maka kuha 
ang atong mga eskuelahan, 
atong airport, Medicaid at 
daghan pa na pundar para 
sa atong mga programa. 
Bali tabang ni para sa 
atoang pang-unlad. Dayon 
pod, ipahibalo nato na ki-
tang mga Pilipino diri sa 
Maui, sa Hawaii kay patu-
loy padako sa atoang ko-
munidad. Ayaw mong ka-
balaka kay ang inyohang 
mga citizenship ug finan-
cial ug social security kay 
dili maapektohan.”

“ … for every  
person who is 
not included  
in household  
responses, we 
lose more than 
$1,500 per per-
son per year  
for ten years  
until the next 
Census.” 
– MAYOR VICTORINO

confirmed, and keep updated and in-
formed on the situation. Everyone can 
help prevent the spread of respiratory 
illness with these everyday actions. 

•Wash your hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, 
and mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Avoid close contact with people 
who are sick. 

• Stay home when you are sick. 

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a 
tissue, then throw the tissue in the 
trash. 

• Clean and disinfect frequently 
touched objects and surfaces using 
a regular household cleaning spray 
or wipe. 

• CDC does not recommend that peo-
ple who are well wear a facemask 
to protect themselves from illnesses, 
including COVID-19. Keep in mind 
that supplies are limited and we 
need to make sure there are 
enough masks for our front-line 
health care workers. If you are sick 
then wear a mask to protect the 
people around you. 

• Prepare for the possibility that peo-
ple may want to stay home or may 
be asked to stay home to prevent 
the spread of illness. 

o If you have daily medication 
needs, have more than a week’s 
supply on hand and have as 
much on hand as your insurance 
will allow you to have. 

oNot everyone can afford to stock 
up on supplies or has the space 
to store them, but anything you 
can arrange in advance means 
one less inconvenience or one 
less trip to the store while you 
are sick. 

oMake family plans for the possi-
bility of school or day care clo-
sures. Do some contingency plan-
ning in advance at the family  
level. 

• Sign up for public notifications at 
health.hawaii.gov/news/covid-19-
updates.” 

The situation of the COVID-19 virus 
will constantly change. It’s important 
however to get accurate informa-
tion and not rely on Facebook or 
any other sources that are not 
credible. For the most up-to-date 
information, visit the websites of 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and the State of Hawai‘i Depart-
ment of Health: 

• health.hawaii.gov/docd/advi 

sories/novel-coronavirus-2019/ 

• www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/index.html 

• wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/ 
watch/novel-coronavirus-china 

• https://hidot.hawaii.gov/ 
coronavirus/ 

Stay well and safe.  

Vanessa Joy Domingo is a grad-
uate of Maui High School and is cur-
rently attending University of Hawai‘i 
Maui College. She is employed with the 
County of Maui - Department of Man-
agement, IT Services and Coldwell 
Banker - Wailea Village as a Realtor 
and is the 2018 Miss Maui Filipina. 

When she has free 
time, she loves to go 
fishing, go to the 
gym, and practice 
aerial silks. She is 
currently preparing 
for the Mrs. Hawai‘i 
Filipina Pageant and 
hopes to best repre-
sent Maui this year.

Jeny Bissell - Public Health Nurse 
PHOTO COURTESY JENY BISSELL

Welcome to our newest members!

Business Mixer  |  Wed · March 25 · 5:30PM

Christine Gumpal 
CNA HAWAII INSTITUTE, LLC 
Domingo Gumpal 
CNA HAWAII INSTITUTE, LLC 

Nancy J. Lacuesta 
SKIN ELEGANCE, LLC 
Grace Sales 
TRAVELICIOUS EXPEDITIONS, LLC 

At the Leis Family Class Act at UH Maui College 
Speaker: Jonathan Starr / Starr Properties, LLC 
Sponsored in part by Addison Bulosan, D.C. 
Members: $20  |  Guests: $30
RSVP or Information CALL (808)870-3218
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VeinClinicsofHawaii.com

Do you suffer from… 
• Painful, heavy, aching legs? 
• Leg swelling or cramping? 
• Itching or rash on lower legs? 
• Unsightly varicose veins? 
• Leg ulceration or skin  

discolorations?

Outpatient treatment 
with minimal downtime

Covered by most  
insurances
OAHU 1441 Kapiolani Blvd., Suite 1902 
Honolulu, HI 96814  
(808) 585-2955 

MAUI 140 North Market Street,  
Suite 103 
Wailuku, HI 96793  
(808) 214-5715 

BIG ISLAND 65-1158 Mamalahoa  
Highway, Suite 16 Kamuela, HI 96743  
(808) 885-4401 

KAUAI 3214 Akahi Street 
Lihue, HI 96766  
(808) 245-4814

Are Your Legs Tying You Down 
and Holding You Back?

Do They Look Like This...

Randall Juleff  
MD, FACS 
Board Certified in Venous 
& Lymphatic Medicine, 
Cardiovascular Surgery 
and General Surgery

... or this ... or this

Tired, Painful, Swollen, Discolored, Ulceration?

Before After

You need our help! Call Today!

Dennis Good  
PA-C 
Certified Physician  
Assistant

Kahului 
4-R Oriental Food-

Mart & Produce 
A&E Laundry 
Badua’s Maui Crepes 

& Grill · QKC 
Christ the King 

Church 
Clinical Laboratory 
County of Maui - 

DMV 
Da Shrimp Hale 
Foodland-Kahului 
Hale Makua - Kahului 
Island Grocery 

Depot 
Kahului Laundromat 
Kelly’s Mini Mart Fast 

Food 
Kelly’s Superette, Inc. 
Krispy Kreme 
LBC Remit Express 
Maui Adult Day Care 

Center 
Maui Beach Hotel 
Maui Coffee  

Roasters 
Maui Federal Credit 

Union 

Maui Green Market 
Maui Wow-Wee 

Maui’s Kava Bar  
& Grill 

North Shore Pizza 
Originz 
Paradise Supermart 
Pinoy Mini Mart 
Plantation Grindz 
Queen Ka‘ahumanu 

Center 
Rexel Pacific Fish 

Market 
Rowena’s Produce 
Safeway - Kahului 
Sunrise Food Mart 
Tamura’s 
Tante’s Island  

Cuisine 
University of Hawai‘i 

Maui College 
South Side 
A&E Oriental  

Foodmart 
Bayer 
Elly’s Formal 
Foodland - Kïhei 
Minit Stop - Pi‘ilani 

Village 

Phil-Mart Oriental 
Tamura’s 
Tante’s Fishmarket 
Times Supermarket 
Tropical Marketplace 
Upcountry 
Farmacy Health Bar 
Komoda’s Bakery 
Majestic Laundry 
Makawao Fire  

Station 
Makawao Public  

Library 
Mixed Plate 
Pukalani Superette 
Starbucks - Pukalani 
Wailuku 
American Savings 

Bank 
Asian Mart &  

Fast Food 
Blazing Steaks 
CAA Market Place 
CAA Mini Mart 
Copy Services 
County of Maui 
Discount Mini Mart 
Foodland - Kehalani 
Four Sisters Bakery 

Golden Coin 
Good Shepherd 

Church 
Hale Makua - 

Wailuku 
Home Maid Bakery 
ILWU 
J. Walter Cameron 

Center 
JMA Imports 
Kaiser-Maui Lani 
Law Offices of Al-

fredo Evangelista 
Mälama I Ke Ola 

Health Center 
Maui Coffee Attic 
Maui Economic  

Opportunity 
Maui Medical 
Maui Memorial  

Hospital 
Minit Stop -  

Main Street 
Noble Travel 
‘Ohana Mini Mart 
Playmakers Sports 

Bar 
Promenade 
Sack N Save 

Safeway - Maui Lani 
Skin Elegance, LLC 
Tasty Crust 
Tiffany’s Bar & Grill 
Vein Clinics of 

Hawai‘i 
Wailuku Seafood 

Center 
Westside 
EC Food & General 

Merchandise 
Foodland - Lahaina 
Ilocandia Filipino 

Store 
Island Oriental Food 

& Market 
Java Jazz -  

Honoköwai 
Joey’s Kitchen - 

Kä‘anapali 
Joey’s Kitchen - 

Näpili 
Nagasako Variety 

Store 
Näpili Market 
RVN Deli Kitchen 
Safeway - Lahaina 
Times Supermarket - 

Honoköwai 
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